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WELCOME TO ZION 

We are a historic church that loves being 
part of the vibrant, growing community of 
northwest San Antonio. We bring people 
together knowing we are fallible and 
imperfect, and we help share God’s love 
and grace.

When we gather for worship, we’re 
receptive to God’s word and we rejoice in 
God’s grace through song, prayer, and Holy 
Communion. The history of Christian 
worship is rich with rituals formed by 
generations. These traditions, prayers, and 
pastoral teachings help connect our 
modern lives with Christ.

Faith is an ever-present curiosity. As we live 
our daily lives, we explore God’s teachings 
and respond with God’s love by serving 
our community, locally and globally. If 
you’re looking for a church that has all the 
answers for you – well, that isn’t us!

We are a community of believers seeking 
to respond to Christ’s call to worship and 
serve even as we wrestle with the big ques-
tions of life. We want you to know that you 
and your questions, faith, and doubts are 
welcome here! So come and join us as we 
explore life with God.

HOW WE WORSHIP 

The Holy Spirit gathers people around the 
means of grace - the saving Word of God 
and the sacraments. From the table of Holy 
Communion where Jesus Christ comes 
with forgiveness life and salvation, God 
sends us out to share the good news and to 
care for those in need. Our worship follows 
this pattern in four parts: Gathering, Word, 
Meal, and Sending. 

Worship leaders guide us through sacra-
ment and prayer and our responses are 
printed in bold type.

Throughout our service, members of 
Zion’s music ministry offer their talents as 
an offering to God. We invite you to receive 
their musical gifts as a time for prayer, 
contemplation, or praise of God, rather 
than a performance to be applauded, so 
that we may worship God throughout  our 
time here together.

Zion Lutheran Church
9944 Leslie Road • San Antonio, Texas 78254 • 210-688-3090 • zion@zionsa.org
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE & WELCOME 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel, arr. McDonald & Nelson Sarah Juhasz
Handbells

Please rise, as you are able.
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GATHERING HYMN
O Come, All Ye Faithful
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

Please be seated
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

As we sing the hymn, verses 1 and 2, children are invited to come forward for the children’s chat. After the 
children’s chat, we’ll sing verse 3 as the children return to their seats. 

HYMN
Away in a Manger
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CHILDREN’S CHAT
 Pastor Dan Heim 

Adapted from a Godly Play™ resource written by Jerome Berryman and used with children at Zion. 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7
2The people who walked in darkness  have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—  on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation,  you have increased its 
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden,  and the bar across their shoulders,  the rod of their oppressor,  
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors  and all the 
garments rolled in blood  shall be burned as fuel for the fi re. 6For a child has been born for us,  
a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;  and he is named Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God,  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually,  and there 
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold 
it with justice and with righteousness  from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.
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ANTHEM
Ukrainian Bell Carol, arr. Wilhousky

SECOND READING: TITUS 2:11-14
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 
purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able.

GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL
Sing verses 1-2 before the Gospel. After the reading sing verse 3.
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GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-20 Spark Children’s Bible Page 212
Jesus is Born

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the fi rst registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Ju-
dea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to 
her fi rstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fi elds, keeping watch over their fl ock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrifi ed. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will fi nd a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host, praising God and saying,
ɲ14”Glory to God in the highest heaven,
ɲand on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON
 Pastor Dave Schulte
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Please rise, as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY
Love Has Come



Page 12  December 24, 2022 • 3:00, 5:00 and 7:00

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life 
of the earth, and the whole human family.

After each petition:
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

After the fi nal petition
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made fl esh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we 
pray to the mercy of God.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please check the back pages of this bulletin for additional announcements.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.

OFFERING
At this time, we give our offerings with thanksgiving to God. These offerings support the mission and 
ministry of Zion, including the care of those in need. To give online, please visit ZionSA.org. Children are 
invited to come forward during the music and place their offerings in the jar to the left of the Chancel area 
(near the Sacristy door). During the offering music, the pastor sets the table with the elements for Holy 
Communion. Please know that this is the Lord’s table, and all are welcome to receive Communion.

OFFERING MUSIC 

What Child is This? arr. Mikulski Small Group

Please rise, as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance,
receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made fl esh.
Amen.

Next page
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GREAT THANKSGIVING SET 3

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made fl esh you have opened the eyes of faith
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible,
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 



The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Eve Page 15 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made fl esh. ɲ 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.
ɲ
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
ɲ
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
ɲ
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We 
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
ɲ
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take fl esh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
ɲ
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray as Jesus has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION
These are the gifts of God for you, the beloved people of God. 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes all to this holy meal! Children who commune should be assisted by adults who are with 
them. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward to receive a bless-
ing. If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will bring the sacrament to you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the person serving bread. White grape juice is available in 
the center of the communion tray for any who are unable to drink wine. After taking Communion, please 
return to your seat for singing and prayer. 

LAMB OF GOD

COMMUNION MUSIC
3:00 & 7:00 My Lord Has Come, by Will Todd Chamber Choir

5:00 Love Came Down at Christmas, by John Rutter Chancel Choir

Christmas Bell Medley, arr. Anderson Sarah Juhasz
Handbells
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COMMUNION HYMNS 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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In the Bleak Midwinter
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Lo, How a Rose
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After communion, please rise as you are able, and share in blessing and prayer.

BLESSING
May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you always in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER
Let us pray. God our redeemer,
you have fed us at this table
with gifts of grace, truth, and life.
As you have gathered us in joy,
send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CANDLELIGHTING
Keep lit candles upright and hold over your bulletin to catch drips. Please tip only unlit candles, and do 
not bend candles or break off wax. 
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Silent Night
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

BLESSING
God bless you and keep you, ɲJesus grant you grace and truth,
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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DISMISSAL
Merry Christmas! Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Gigue on “Joy to the World”, setting by Tucker Kole Pantuso

Trumpet
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STAFF DAYS OFF
Pastor Dave - Friday
 dschulte@zionsa.org

Pastor Kathi - Monday
 kjohnson@zionsa.org

Pastor Dan - Monday
 dheim@zionsa.org

Rob Mikulski - Monday
rmikulski@zionsa.org

Sammy Mikulski - Monday 
 theatre@zionsa.org

COPYRIGHTS
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS008900.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, 
Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of Ameri-
ca. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Copyright © OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. License 
No. A-723584.

Social media vector created by myriammira - www.
freepik.com

CONTACT

zionsa.org

zionsa

@zionsatx

zion@zionsa.org

210-688-3090

9944 Leslie Road, 78254

8:30am-5:00pm 
Friday close at 3:00pm

THIS WEEK
AT 

ZION

Scan this QR code for 
web calendar

Sunday, December 25 
Worship in person 10am Sanctuary

Monday, December 26
Church Campus Closed

Tuesday, December 27
Exercise Group 9am Church 2
Warriors Anonymous 7pm Church 2

Wednesday, December 28
Midweek Worship 6:30 Church 1/Chapel
Alcoholics Anonymous 7pm FLC 202
Al-Anon Meeting 7pm FLC 101

Thursday, December 29
Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2

Friday, December 30
Church Campus Closed

Saturday, December 31
Weight Watchers Mtg 9am Church 2

Sunday, January 1
Worship in person and online 10am Sanctuary & YouTube

Sunday, January 2
Church Campus Closed

Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
Have a Merry Christmas!

Sunday, December 25
One service at 10:00am 
Join us in singing more carols of the season 
during our Sunday worship in the sanctuary.  
  
Gifts for Pastors
For those wishing to give monetary thank-you gifts to 
the pastors and staff, a basket is available at 
each entrance door. For those wishing to do-
nate online, access Zion’s “Events, Fundrais-
ers, Special Offerings”portal via this QR code. 


