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WELCOME TO ZION 
When we gather for worship, we’re receptive 
to God’s word and we rejoice in God’s grace 
through song, prayer, and Holy Communion. 
The history of Christian worship is rich with 
rituals formed by generations. These tradi-
tions, prayers, and pastoral teachings help 
connect our lives with Christ. In our daily 
lives, we show God’s love by serving our 
community, both locally and globally.

We are a group of believers seeking to respond 
to Christ’s call to worship and serve, even as 
we wrestle with the big questions of life. We 
want you to know that you and your ques-
tions, faith, and doubts are welcome here!

HOW WE WORSHIP 
The Holy Spirit gathers people around the 
means of grace: the Word of God and the Sac-
raments. From the table of Holy Communion 
where Christ comes with forgiveness, life, 
and salvation, God sends us out to share the 
good news and care for those in need. Our 
worship follows this pattern in four parts: 
Gathering, Word, Meal, and Sending. By its 
very nature, Lutheran worship is participa-
tory and the service is contained within this 
bulletin. Worship leaders guide us through 
the service and our responses are printed in 
bold type.

Zion Lutheran Church
9944 Leslie Road • San Antonio, Texas 78254 • 210-688-3090 • zion@ZionSA.org

We welcome children in our worship ser-
vices! If needed, a nursery is available down 
the hallway past the restrooms. The re-
strooms contain changing tables, as needed.

Throughout the service, members of Zion’s 
music ministry offer their talents as an of-
fering to God. Please receive their musical 
gifts as a time for prayer, contemplation, or 
praise of God rather than a performance to 
be applauded, so that we may worship God 
throughout our time here together.

GENEROSITY
For four weeks each October, we take time as 
a congregation to focus on Generosity. This 
year, we’ve specifi cally thought about how 
our fi nancial generosity to our congregation 
enables us to be a place of loving welcome. 
Our Scripture readings, sermons, music, and 
temple talks have pointed us towards God’s 
generosity to us. Today’s the day we return 
our commitment cards - either paper or 
digitally (at ZionSA.org). Thank you for your 
faithful generosity!
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE
9:00 O God Beyond All Praising setting by Marianne Kim

11:30 Come, Christians, Join to Sing arranged by Linda Lamb Handbells

WELCOME Pastor Bill Swantner

TEMPLE TALK  10/22 – Bud Halstead

COMMITMENT CARDS
During the music, feel free to discuss your fi nancial commitment with others in your household. Complete 
a commitment card –  extras are available from the ushers. Then, place your card in one of the baskets 
located around the sanctuary. Thank you for your faithful generosity! 

Please rise, as you are able, when directed.

OPENING DIALOGUE
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name. 
Lead us in your truth, and teach us,
for you are the God of our salvation.
You prepare a table before us, and our cups overfl ow.
You welcome the weary and all with burdens.
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.
Sing to the Lord, bless God’s name.
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GATHERING HYMN  All Are Welcome 

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY SAME THRU OCT 22
Let us pray. 
Mighty and merciful God, you call us to love our neighbor as we love ourselves. Grant us strength 
to support the weak and give us grace to help the suffering. By your Holy Spirit, open our hearts 
to welcome others with your love and in your name, so that all may be reconciled in your beloved 
community; through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
Amen.

Please be seated.
Section End

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Dan Heim

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 44:6-8 Story Title
6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
 I am the fi rst and I am the last;
 besides me there is no god.
7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
 let them declare and set it forth before me.
 Who has announced from of old the things to come?
 Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8Do not fear, or be afraid;
 have I not told you from of old and declared it?
 You are my witnesses!
 Is there any god besides me?
 There is no other rock; I know not one.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 96 Michael Guimont

SECOND READING: 1 THESSALONIANS 1-10
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 
3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has 
chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved 
to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an 
example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded 
forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has 
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from 
idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION SET 2 THROUGH SUMMER

MATTHEW 6:25-34 Spark Bible Story page 276
Do Not Worry

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you 
by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? Con-
sider the lilies of the fi eld, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the fi eld, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you – 
you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or 
‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your heav-
enly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive fi rst for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34So do not worry about tomor-
row, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON  Pastor Kathi Johnson

Please rise, as you are able. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

APOSTLES’ CREED IF NO BAPTISM
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Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*catholic: universal

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, 
and the world.

Each petition ends: Merciful God,
Response: receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, 
trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please check the back pages of this bulletin for additional announcements.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.

OFFERING
At this time, we give our offerings with thanksgiving to God. These offerings support the mission and 
ministry of Zion, including the care of those in need. To give online, please visit ZionSA.org. Children are 
invited to come forward during the music and place their offerings in the jar to the left of the Chancel area 
(near the Sacristy door). During the offering music, the pastor sets the table with the elements for Holy 
Communion. Please know that this is the Lord’s table, and all are welcome to receive Communion.

OFFERING MUSIC
9:00 Love Grows Here by Don Besig Children’s Choir

11:30 Amazing Grace arranged by Linda Scholes Handbell Choir

Please rise, as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of mercy and grace,
The eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things
 at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our redeemer and Lord.  Amen. 

Next page
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GREAT THANKSGIVING SPOKEN
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlast-
ing life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY SET 2

next page
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the majesty of 
your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for his coming into the world to 
fulfi ll for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and death, his glorious 
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord 
God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and 
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us,  your servants, and these your 
own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ may be 
fi lled with heavenly blessing and grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to 
live as your holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray as Jesus has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
next page

INVITATION
These are the gifts of God for you, the beloved people of God.

Please be seated. 
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COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes all to this holy meal! Children who commune should be assisted by adults who are with 
them. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward to receive a bless-
ing. If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will bring the sacrament to you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the person serving bread. White grape juice is available in 
the center of the communion tray for any who are unable to drink wine. After taking Communion, please 
return to your seat for singing and prayer. 

LAMB OF GOD SETTING 2

COMMUNION MUSIC
9:00 Here I Am Lord by Daniel Schutte Children’s Choir

11:30 Let Us Break Bread Together arranged by Dan Edwards Handbell Choir
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COMMUNION HYMN Children of the Heavenly Father 

After communion, we rise and share in blessing and prayer.

BLESSING
May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
always in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER
Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us 
at your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your 
people in the world, and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Section end
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (NEXT PAGE)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Nun danket alle Gott setting by Sigfried Karg-Elert

AVAILABLE FOR PRAYER
Immediately following each service, Stephen Ministers are often available to pray with you at the altar 
rail. All prayers and conversations are confi dential.
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SENDING HYMN    Now Thank We All Our God
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Worship Support
October

Altar Guild 
Randalyn Nickel, Eileen & Mel Berg

Sharon Meade, Karen Umlang
Susan Wright

Lay Reader
9:00 

Carolyn Pfeiffer
11:30

Eileen Spehr

Cantor
Sammy Mikulski

Communion Servers
9:00

Lisa & Philip Beekley
11:30

Suzi Lockamy, Steve Johnson

Livestream
Steve Johnson, David Umlang

Sound
Scott VanDoren

October Ushers
9:00

Allen Cockrell, John Macha
LeShea Clabough & Kevin McGee 

Meredith & Brandon Price
 Travis Nickel

11:30
Pam Gammage, Chris Berg 

Caleb DeHart, Audrey DeHart
Kim and Mike DeHart

THIS 
WEEK

AT 
ZION

Scan QR code for 
this month’s 

calendar
e-Space

Sunday, October 22
Thanksgiving Food Basket Collection begins, through Nov 12 
Worship in person 9am Sanctuary
Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details next page
Adult Class with Pastor Kathi 10:15 Fellowship Hall
Worship in person and online 11:30 Sanc & YouTube

Monday, October 23
Bunco Group 4th 1pm Fellowship Hall 
Mah Jong 4th 1pm Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, October 24
Exercise Group 9am Church 2
Handbell Choir 6:30 Sanc Balcony
Children’s Choir 7-7:45 MC-1
Youth Choir 7pm Music Apse
Warriors Anonymous 7pm Church 2

Wednesday, October 25
Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2
Crafty Bunch 9:30 Ed Bldg Craft Rm
Midweek Worship Services                  1:00 & 6:30 Chapel (Church 1)
AA - Alcoholics Anonymous 7pm FLC 202
Al-Anon Meeting 7pm FLC 101
Chancel Choir 7:15 Sanctuary

Thursday, October 26
Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 9:30 Fellowship Hall
Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2
Fiesta Flutes Rehearsal 7pm Church 2
Stephen Ministry Supervision 2nd 4th 7pm MC-1

Saturday, October 28
Weight Watchers Meetings              8:30 & 10:30 Church 2
Trunk or Treat with NWCC 5pm Details page 19

Sunday, October 29
Worship in person 9am Sanctuary
Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details next page
Adult Class with Rob Mikulski 10:20 Fellowship Hall
Worship in person and online, with 
Affi rmation of Baptism/Confi rmation 11:30 Sanc & YouTube
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Sunday Faith Formation 
for Children and Youth at 
10:15
Meet in Ministry Center classrooms. 
Age or Grade Room

Two Years–Kinder MC-3

Grades 1–4 MC-4

Grades 5–7 MC-5

Affi rmation of Baptism 
(Confi rmation) Grades 8–9

MC-7

High School Grades 10–12 MC-8

Adult Sunday Morning Classes 
All resume next today, October 22
The Liturgical Year with Pastor Kathi 
 Come to the Fellowship Hall at 10:20. Discussion is 

loosely based on the book Calendar: Christ’s Time for 
the Church by Laurence Hull Stookey (which is NOT 
required reading).  

Down + Out 
 Meet in MC-6 (upstairs) at 10:15. Explore themes of 

the Lutheran Christian faith with John Macha and 
other volunteer leaders. Six-part video series “re-
introduces you to the life-changing reality of God’s 
promises, and points the way to a completely differ-
ent view of life in the light of where grace takes you.” 

Growing With
 Today in MC-1 at 10:15. Lori Gallegos and other vol-

unteer leaders lead discussions based on the podcast/
book Growing With: Every Parents’ Guide to Helping 
Teenagers and Young Adults Thrive in Their Faith, Family 
and Future. No required reading. 

Thanksgiving Food Basket Collection 
Choose a tag from the display board in the gazebo, and 
then fi ll the Thanksgiving need. Specifi c food items and 
grocery gift cards will be collected until November 12. 
Zion Theatre Group will sort and deliver to local families 
in need. 
 If you know of a family in need, contact Sammy Mikulski 
in the church offi ce. 

Honor Your Loved Ones on 
All Saints
For All Saints this year, we will once 
again have display tables set up for 
photos and mementos of our de-
ceased loved ones. You can bring 
items to Worship on Wednesday, 
November 1 or Sunday, November 5 
- pictures and other small items are 
recommended. 
 With these small remembrances, 
we will honor those who we’ve loved 
and who have died, the saints who 
have gone before us.
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Two Midweek Services
Wednesdays at 1:00 and 6:30pm in 
Church 1
Simple communion worship ser-
vices in Zion’s historic chapel, on 
the west side of Leslie Road. 

Music Rehearsals 
Handbells
 Tuesday  6:30   Balcony

Children’s (Gr 2-5)
 Tuesday  7-7:45 MC Rm 1

Youth (Gr 6-12)
 Tuesday  7-8pm Apse

Chancel (Adult) 
Wednesday  7:15  Sanctuary

Memorial Service
 Douglas Helman 
 Wednesday, October 25 at 11am 

Trunk or Treat October 28
Candy and Volunteers Needed
Zion and Northwest Church of Christ 
join for our annual community Trunk 
or Treat Event. Candy donations can 
be dropped off at the bucket in the gazebo, until noon on 
Friday, October 27.  
To hand out candy to trick-or-treaters from your vehi-

cle, please e-mail or use the QR to RSVP 
to terri@nwchurch.us, or contact Pas-
tor Dan. Then on Saturday, October 28, 
be parked at NW Church of Christ by 
4:30pm. Decorating your wheels is op-
tional but so much fun! Bring one bag of 

candy, and the rest will be provided.   
Trick-or-Treating families should park in Zion’s lot, 

then walk to the church next door for the festivities at 
5pm. Families do not need to register for this part of 
the event.  

terri@nwchurch.us

Mah Jong
Monday, October 23 at 1:00pm

Meet in Fellowship Hall to play (or learn!) 
Mah Jong. Games commence at 1:00pm. 
Mah Jong contact: Algine Perry. 

Churchwide Work Day November 4
Come  on Saturday, November 4 (rain or shine!) to work 
on a variety of maintenance and cleanup tasks around 
the church campus. We’ll work here from 9am to 3pm. 
Lunch is provided.
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COPYRIGHTS
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008900.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

Copyright © OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. License No. 
A-723584.

Social media vectors created by myriammira - freepik.com

OFFICE CONTACT
Mon-Thur 8:30am-5:00pm 
Friday close at 3:00pm

210-688-3090

zion@ZionSA.org

Website ZionSA.org

Facebook zionsa

Instagram @zionsatx

9944 Leslie Road, 78254

Publicity Notices
For bulletin and Z-Mail publicity, 
send information to Publications@
ZionSA.org , or phone Julie in the 
church offi ce, 210-688-3090.  

9944 Leslie Rd 
At Braun and Loop 1604 
Zion Family Life Center

November 11, 2023

Outdoor vendor spaces are still available for $50. 
Contact Karen in the church offi ce for an application, 

210-688-3090. 
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STAFF CONTACT
Pastor Kathi Johnson 
Kjohnson@ZionSA.org off Monday

Pastor Dan Heim 
Dheim@ZionSA.org  off Friday

Rob Mikulski, Music Director
Rmikulski@ZionSA.org  off Monday

Sammy Mikulski, Theatre Director 
Theatre@ZionSA.org off Monday

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL
Bud Halstead President

Chis Jones Vice President

Allen Cockrell Treasurer

Erica Macha Secretary

Carolyn Pfeiffer At Large

David Umlang At Large

Rachel Williams At Large

Pr. Kathi Johnson

Pr. Dan Heim

Your   gener osity empower s Zion ’s minis try 
From Sunday morning worship to feeding families for 
the holidays, collecting clothing for local charity or relief 
supplies shipped hundreds of miles, to friendships fos-
tered worldwide with simple hand stitches. 
 Because you kindly share your time, lend your skills, 
and support your ministry fi nancially, Zion’s impact 
reaches far beyond the four walls of our sanctuary. On 
behalf of everyone we’re able to help, thank you for your 
contribution. 
 For more ways to support Zion’s mission, 
scan this QR code.

Zion is a 
Stephen  Ministry Church!
Stephen Ministers Are 
Care-Givers, God Is the Cure-Giver. 
The role of a Stephen Minister is to 
give care. They listen, empathize, 

encourage, pray, and provide emotional and spiritual 
support on a weekly basis to hurting people for as long 
as the need persists. God works in and through them to 
bring hope and healing. If you are feeling lonely, expe-
riencing a crisis, struggling through a diffi cult time, or 
simply fi nd yourself stressed by everyday life, talk with 
one of our Stephen Leaders to learn more about Ste-
phen Ministry. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care 
for you!
 To fi nd out more about Stephen Ministry for you or 
someone you know, talk with one of our Stephen Min-
istry Leaders: 210-688-3090
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OCTOBER 22, 2023
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

Love and trust God above everything else.

Sunday Ma hew 22:15-22 The ques on of paying taxes
Monday Isaiah 45:1-7 Cyrus serves the Lord
Tuesday 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 The example of faith
Wednesday Psalm 28 Prayer for help
Thursday Proverbs 3:1-6 Trust God
Friday Jeremiah 17:5-8 Trust the Lord
Saturday Psalm 96 Sing a new song
Sunday Ma hew 22:34-46 Loving God and neighbor

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lec onary texts for this Sunday.

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
For the people of those regions [Macedonia and Achaia] report about us 
what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols, to serve a living and true God. 1 Thessalonians 1:9 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
God of the na ons, you alone are worthy of worship and praise; give us wisdom to see the false 
gods around us and remain true to you through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Meal me Prayer:
Dear God, you made the heavens and the earth to praise you. We praise you now for this food 
that strengthens the body and gladdens the heart. Amen.
  
A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you with joy and the steadfast love of Jesus.



CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflec ons:

Doing the right thing is not always easy. What is something you have struggled with? 
A false god can be anything that we worship and trust to make us feel safe and secure. 
What false gods have you been tempted to worship in your life? 

DEVOTIONS
Read:  Ma hew 22:15-22.
A surprising point of this story concerns trust in God, not false gods. Jesus had just successfully 
opposed religious leaders in the temple. Now those leaders go from debate to entrapment by 
ge ng Jesus to take a posi on that would place him against the Roman government (a deadly 
decision) or against the Hebrew Scriptures (an unfaithful posi on). Jesus navigates between 
these traps by tricking his opponents. He asks to see the coin used for the tax. It’s a “gotcha” 
moment. The Jewish leaders should not have had the Roman coin in the temple. It has the face 
of the Roman Emperor on it and a confession that Emperor Augustus is the Son of God! With 
the coin they show Jesus the image and confession of an idol. Jesus says give back to Caesar 
the idolatry of the empire. Everything else is God’s. These religious leaders had not considered 
that Jesus would outwit them, but he did. His words leave his opponents amazed and 
speechless. Idolatry to false gods can easily trip us all. 
Discuss:  What challenges you to be faithful to God above everything else? 
Pray: Almighty God, give us wisdom to turn away from false gods in our life and courage to 
follow you and you alone through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings for this week, 
how might you care for those who are struggling to trust God?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Paul wrote that the Chris ans in Thessalonica had become imitators of Jesus. Play a game of 
Simon Says. Then have a discussion about ways in which we imitate others in our lives—both in 
good and bad ways. Talk or think about what it means to be an example of Chris an faith, 
hope, and love to others. 
Pray:  Lord Jesus, open our hearts to receive the gospel with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit so 
that we may become examples to all believers. Amen. (1Thessalonians 1:6-7)

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

In addi on to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 
effec ve faith forma on tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

OCTOBER 22, 2023
HYMN OF THE WEEK 
Lead Me, Guide Me


