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WELCOME TO ZION 
When we gather for worship, we’re receptive 
to God’s word and we rejoice in God’s grace 
through song, prayer, and Holy Communion. 
The history of Christian worship is rich with 
rituals formed by generations. These tradi-
tions, prayers, and pastoral teachings help 
connect our lives with Christ. In our daily 
lives, we show God’s love by serving our 
community, both locally and globally.

We are a group of believers seeking to respond 
to Christ’s call to worship and serve, even as 
we wrestle with the big questions of life. We 
want you to know that you and your ques-
tions, faith, and doubts are welcome here!

Zion Lutheran Church
9944 Leslie Road • San Antonio, Texas 78254 • 210-688-3090 • zion@zionsa.org

HOW WE WORSHIP 
The Holy Spirit gathers people around the 
means of grace: the Word of God and the Sac-
raments. From the table of Holy Communion 
where Christ comes with forgiveness, life, 
and salvation, God sends us out to share the 
good news and care for those in need. Our 
worship follows this pattern in four parts: 
Gathering, Word, Meal, and Sending. By its 
very nature, Lutheran worship is participa-
tory and the service is contained within this 
bulletin. Worship leaders guide us through 
the service and our responses are printed in 
bold type.

We welcome children in our worship ser-
vices! If needed, a nursery is available down 
the hallway past the restrooms. The re-
strooms contain changing tables, as needed.

Throughout the service, members of Zion’s 
music ministry offer their talents as an of-
fering to God. Please receive their musical 
gifts as a time for prayer, contemplation, or 
praise of God rather than a performance to 
be applauded, so that we may worship God 
throughout our time here together.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE
Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 

(Savior of the Nations, Come) 
setting by Dietrich Buxtehude

ADVENT LESSONS AND CAROLS
Services of Lessons and Carols began in England late in the 19th Century. Prior to this, carols were 
mostly secular songs and were sung in people’s homes around Christmas time. Beginning in 1875, 
church musicians and clergy in England began to introduce carols into worship services, and in 
1880, a Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was fi rst held on Christmas Eve in Truro Cathedral (in 
southwest England).
 Our tradition at Zion is to hold a Service of Lessons and Carols on the First Sunday of Christ-
mas, which we will do this year on December 31. This year, however, we decided also to include 
Advent Lessons and Carols to our celebration of this season. We’ve included here fi ve lessons 
from the Hebrew Scriptures - lessons which show us God’s promise of reconciliation through 
Jesus Christ. Our fi nal lesson, from Luke, is the story of Mary receiving the news that she will bear 
the Son of the Most High. 
 In this service, sometimes we sing, sometimes we listen. Through the alternating readings and 
music, the grace of God shines forth for us.

WELCOME Pastor Kathi Johnson
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GATHERING HYMN Prepare the Royal Highway
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us 
to serve you with purifi ed lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Shiloh Love

FIRST READING: GENESIS 3:1-15
Adam and Eve rebel against God.                   Spark Children’s Bible Page 14

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman 
said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall 
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you 
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to 
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they sewed fi g leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.
8They heard the sound of the Lord GOD walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord GOD among the trees of 
the garden. 9But the Lord GOD called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 
11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I command-
ed you not to eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the Lord GOD said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The Lord GOD said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures,  
upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and 
you will strike his heel.”

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

CHORAL RESPONSE God Walked in Eden’s Garden Fair
by Hal Hopson

Chancel Choir
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SECOND READING:  ISAIAH 35:1-10
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us.

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the cro-
cus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of 
our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make fi rm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terri-
ble recompense. He will come and save you.” 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burn-
ing sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 
become a swamp,  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, and it shall 
be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,  but it shall be for God’s people;  no 
traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come 
up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of 
the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall fl ee away.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

CHORAL RESPONSE E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come
by Paul Manz

Chancel Choir
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THIRD READING: BARUCH 4:36-5:9
The Scribe Baruch urges the people to look East because 
salvation is at hand.

36Look toward the east, O Jerusalem, and see the joy that is coming to you from God. 37Look, your 
children are coming, whom you sent away; they are coming, gathered from east and west, at the 
word of the Holy One, rejoicing in the glory of God. 1Take off the garment of your sorrow and af-
fl iction, O Jerusalem, and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 2Put on the robe of the 
righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
3for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 4For God will give you evermore the 
name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 5Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward 
the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing 
that God has remembered them. 6For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; 
but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 7For God has ordered 
that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and the valleys fi lled up, to make 
level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 8The woods and every fragrant 
tree  have shaded Israel at God’s command. 9For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his 
glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.
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HYMN 1 3 4 People Look East 
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BRIEF REFLECTION Pastor Kathi Johnson

FOURTH READING: MICAH 5:2-5a
The one who is to rule Israel will be born 
in the village of Bethlehem.                                               Spark Bible Page 194

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,  who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then 
the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his fl ock 
in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.
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HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem
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FIFTH READING: ISAIAH 11:1-9
The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One.       Spark Bible Page 172

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The 
spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of coun-
sel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear 
of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The 
wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not 
hurt or destroy  on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
 as the waters cover the sea. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

CHORAL RESPONSE Lo,  How a Rose e’er Blooming
arranged by Hugo Distler

Chancel Choir
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SIXTH READING: LUKE 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel announces to Mary that she 
will bear the Son of the Most High.                                   Spark Bible Page 196

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she 
was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The an-
gel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be bar-
ren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

CHORAL RESPONSE Ave Generosa 
music by Ola Gjeilo, text by Hildegard von Bingen

Chancel Choir

                           Translation:  Hail, noble one. A glorious and untouched girl.
You pupil of chastity. You are the material of holiness
That pleased God.
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HYMN The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration.

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and 
everlasting mercy. 
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please check the back pages of this bulletin for additional announcements.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.

OFFERING
At this time, we give our offerings with thanksgiving to God. These offerings support the mission and 
ministry of Zion, including the care of those in need. To give online, please visit ZionSA.org. Children 
are invited to come forward during the music and place their offerings in the jar to the left of the Chancel 
area (near the Sacristy door). During the offering music, the pastor sets the table with the elements for 
Holy Communion. Please know that this is the Lord’s table, and all are welcome to receive Communion.

OFFERING MUSIC Creator of the Stars of Night 
setting by Michael Larkin

Please rise, as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance, 
we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach 
us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen.

Next page
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GREAT THANKSGIVING SUNG

Proper Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 
your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of an-
gels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their un-
ending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ADVENT

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made fl esh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We 
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take fl esh in 
us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION
These are the gifts of God for you, the beloved people of God.

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes all to this holy meal! Children who commune should be assisted by adults who are with 
them. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward to receive a bless-
ing. If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will bring the sacrament to you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the person serving bread. White grape juice is available in 
the center of the communion tray for any who are unable to drink wine. After taking Communion, please 
return to your seat for singing and prayer. 
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LAMB OF GOD ADVENT
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COMMUNION HYMN We Are Waiting for Jesus

After communion, we rise and share in blessing and prayer.

BLESSING
May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
always in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Section end
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (next page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 661 
by J.S. Bach

AVAILABLE FOR PRAYER
Immediately following each service, Stephen Ministers are often available to pray with you at the altar 
rail. All prayers and conversations are confi dential.
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SENDING HYMN On Jordan’s Bank
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THIS 
WEEK

AT 
ZION

Scan QR code for 
this month’s 

calendar
e-Space

Sunday, December 10 - Advent 2
Worship in person 9am Sanctuary
Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details next page
Adult Class with Pastor Kathi 10:15 Fellowship Hall
Worship in person and online 11:30 Sanc & YouTube
Auditions: Night on Broadway Revue 2pm Fellowship Hall

Monday, December 11
Zion Zippers Potluck Fellowship 2nd 6pm Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, December 12
Exercise Group 9am Church 2
Women of Zion Bible Study & More 10am Fellowship Hall
Handbell Choir 6:30 Sanctuary Balcony
Children’s Choir 7-7:45 Ministry Center 1
Youth Choir 7pm Music Apse
Warriors Anonymous 7pm Church 2

Wednesday, December 13 
MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers 2nd 9:30 Ministry Center 1
Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2
Midweek Worship Services                  1:00 & 6:30 Sanctuary for Advnt
AA - Alcoholics Anonymous 7pm FLC 202
Al-Anon Meeting 7pm FLC 101
Chancel Choir 7:15 Sanctuary

Thursday, December 14
Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2
Diamond+Plus Christmas Luncheon 10am Fellowship Hall
Youth Night 6:30 Ministry Center
Fiesta Flutes Rehearsal 7pm Church 2
Stephen Ministry Supervision 2nd 4th 7pm MC-1

Saturday, December 16
Weight Watchers Meetings           7:30 & 9:30am Church 2

Sunday, December 17
Worship in person 9am Sanctuary
Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details next page
Adult Class with Pastor Kathi 10:15 Fellowship Hall
Worship in person and online 11:30 Sanc & YouTube

Worship Support

Altar Guild
Carolyn Thronson, Doris Enderlin

Susan Johns, Mary Ann Schmitt
Carrie Schmitzer, Amy Swanson 
Marcy Wilburn, Gina Williams

Lay Readers
Anna Schulte
Jeff Williams

Karen Umlang
Eileen Spehr

Pastor Kathi Johnson 
Carolyn Pfeiffer

Mike DeHart
Mark Bierschenk

Communion Servers
9:00   Melanie Murray, Bonnie Harrell

11:30 Laura Knoll, LeShea Clabough

Livestream
Steve Johnson, David Umlang

Justin Heinen

Sound
Scott VanDoren

Ushers
9:00
Dec

David Umlang, Bev Rosel
Bonnie & Brinkley Harrell
Amy Swanson, Brad McClain
Linda Hansen

11:30 Kim & Mike DeHart
Joanna & Mel Arviso
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Sunday Faith Formation 
for Children and Youth 10:15
Meet in Ministry Center classrooms. 
Age or Grade Room

Two Years–Kinder MC-3

Grades 1–4 MC-4

Grades 5–7 MC-5

Affi rmation of Baptism 
(Confi rmation) Grades 8–9

MC-7

High School Grades 10–12 MC-8

Adult Sunday Morning Classes 

The Liturgical Year with Pastor Kathi 
 Come to the Fellowship Hall at 10:20. Discussion is 

loosely based on the book Calendar: Christ’s Time for the 
Church by Laurence Hull Stookey (which is NOT re-
quired reading).  

Down + Out 
 Meet in MC-6 (upstairs) at 10:15. Explore themes of 

the Lutheran Christian faith with John Macha and 
other volunteer leaders. Six-part video series “reintro-
duces you to the life-changing reality of God’s prom-
ises, and points the way to a completely different 
view of life in the light of where grace takes you.” 

Advent and Christmas 
Services
December 13 and 20 
1pm and 6:30pm (Main Sanctuary)
Advent Midweek Worship: Pause, 
Prepare, Ponder

December 24 
• Morning Advent 4 worship service 

at 10am (Main Sanctuary)

• Christmas Eve worship services at 
3pm, 5pm, 7pm (Main Sanctuary - 
livestream at 5pm)

December 31
Christmas Lessons and Carols - one 
worship service at 10am (Main 
Sanctuary)

Zion Zippers 55+ Fellowship
Monday, December 11 
Come and join the Zion Zippers at 6:00pm on Decem-
ber 11 for a potluck dinner in the Fellowship Hall. This 
month, the meat is provided; please bring a side dish or 
two to share, along with your own plate and utensils if 
you can. Invite a friend, too! 
 December entertainment is a Christmas sing-a-long 
led by Karen Zook. Come and join the fun! 
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TODAY are Auditions for March ‘24 Revue 
Audition for the Zion Theatre Group’s production of “A 
Night on Broadway” is today at 2:00pm in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  Everyone auditioning needs 
to prepare 1-2 minutes of a musical 
theater song that best shows your vocal 
abilities.  Bring sheet music or a back-
up track to sing with.  You will also be 
learning a dance combination as a part of the audition.  
Performance dates are March 1-3 and 8-10.

STAFF CONTACT       Day Off

Pastor Kathi Johnson 
Kjohnson@ZionSA.org

Monday

Pastor Dan Heim 
Dheim@ZionSA.org

Friday

Suzie Wyatt, 
Administrator
Swyatt@ZionSA.org

Thursday

afternoon

Rob Mikulski, 
Music Director
Rmikulski@ZionSA.org

Monday

Sammy Mikulski, 
Theatre Director 
Theatre@ZionSA.org

Monday

2023 CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL
Bud Halstead  President
Chis Jones  Vice President
Allen Cockrell  Treasurer
Erica Macha   Secretary
Carolyn Pfeiffer  At Large
David Umlang  At Large
Rachel Williams  At Large
Pr. Kathi Johnson
Pr. Dan Heim

Theatre seating tickets now available 
online (use QR or ZTG.booktix.net), and 
in the gazebo. Theatre seating is $15 
($10 child). Dinner show tickets are $30 
($20 child). Purchase dinner seating 
from Sammy, theatre@zionsa.org   

Zion Theatre Group presents

Women of Zion
Join in activities and fellowship with other women in the 
congregation. Scan the QR code to get on the mailing list, 
or send an e-mail to WOZ@zionsa.org. 

Women of Zion Events
• Tuesday December 12, WOZ Bible Study & More. Fel-

lowship, service projects with a Bible study 
on the second Tuesday at 10:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. All women are invited! 

WOZ@zionsa.org
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COPYRIGHTS
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008900.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

Copyright © OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. License No. 
A-723584.

Social media vectors created by myriammira - freepik.com

OFFICE CONTACT
Mon-Thur 8:30am-5:00pm 
Friday close at 3:00pm

210-688-3090

zion@zionsa.org

Website zionsa.org

Facebook zionsa

Instagram @zionsatx

9944 Leslie Road, 78254

Game Group
December 18 at 1:00pm
Come for table games and daytime fellowship for all 
ages. Meet in the Fellowship Hall on the fi rst and third 
Mondays. Algine Perry.

Nativity Story December 17
In the Prayer Garden 
Next Sunday, all are welcome to gather at the Zion Prayer 
Garden (between Church 1 and the Cemetery) at 3:00pm 
for hot chocolate, roasting marshmallows on a fi re pit, 
and a reading/impromptu pop-up presentation of the 
Nativity story. 
Optional: Come dressed as a character from the story or 
choose from costumes supplied. 

MOPS Chapter at Zion
Wednesday December 13 in MC Room 1
Jan 10 Feb 14
Zion MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) 
supports moms by building communi-

ty for growth in faith and as parents. Monthly meet-
ings are in Zion’s Ministry Center from 9:30-noon on 
the second Wednesday. They also are in need of adult 
volunteers to provide child care those second 
Wednesdays. 
 Scan the QR to contact Nicole Stender 
(mops@zionsa.org) to register, volunteer or 
get more info!

J
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Youth Night December 14  
Middle & High School Dinner and Fellowship 
6:30-8:30 in Ministry Center
Every other Thursday, Zion’s high school and middle 
school youth meet to enhance their impact on their 
community, collectively – with service projects, Bible 
discussion that relates to their daily lives, dinner and 
something else fun – to build a communi-
ty on mission. $4 is the suggested offering 
for dinner. 
 Please use the QR code to RSVP so we 
have enough food and supplies!

Save the Date 
June 17-21 and 
June 24-28 
Two unique, stand-
alone weeks of 
Camp Hope! Open 

to those entering K-7th grades in Fall 2024. Camp Hope 
is a youth-run, adult-mentored day camp that builds 
Christian leaders through encounters with the Bible, 
Art, STEM, Drama, Worship and more. Youth entering 
6th-7th grade (Disciple Campers) are challenged with 
off-site service projects at our mission partner Nichols 
Elementary School that prepare them to serve as future 
camp leaders. Registration info to come in January.

Youth Camp Hope Staff Applications
Older youth, apply now for volunteer 
support staff (current 7th-8th graders) or 
paid staff positions (current high school-
ers). Apply via the QR. Interviews will 
begin over Winter Break. Staff can work 
one week or both.

Zion is a 
Stephen  Min-
istry Church!
Stephen Minis-
ters Are 
Care-Givers, God 

Is the Cure-Giver. 
The role of a Stephen Minister is to 
give care. They listen, empathize, en-
courage, pray, and provide emotional 
and spiritual support on a weekly 
basis to hurting people for as long as 
the need persists. God works in and 
through them to bring hope and heal-
ing. If you are feeling lonely, experi-
encing a crisis, struggling through a 
diffi cult time, or simply fi nd yourself 
stressed by everyday life, talk with 
one of our Stephen Leaders to learn 
more about Stephen Ministry. Our 
Stephen Ministers are ready to care 
for you!
 To fi nd out more about Stephen 
Ministry for you or someone you 
know, talk with one of our Stephen 
Ministry Leaders: 210-688-3090

Is the CCCCCururururururururururureeeeeee-e Giver
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Your generosity empowers Zion’s ministry 
From Sunday morning worship to 
feeding families for the holidays, col-
lecting clothing for local charity or 
relief supplies shipped hundreds of 
miles, to friendships fostered world-
wide with simple hand stitches. 

Because you kindly share your time, 
lend your skills, and support your 
ministry fi nancially, Zion’s impact 
reaches far beyond the four walls of 
our sanctuary. On behalf of everyone 
we’re able to help, thank you for your 
contribution. 

For more ways to support 
Zion’s mission, scan this 
QR code.

Men’s Fellowship Dinner
Third Monday, December 18 at 6:30pm 
All men are invited to meet at Sea Island (11715 Bandera) 
for food, thoughtful study, camaraderie, and all YOUR 
ideas for Men’s Ministry! Contact David Umlang at 
lmm@zionsa.org if you need more details.

v Bucks January 4
San Antonio LMM has reserved two sections of group 
seating in the Frost Bank Center.  All are welcome to 
come cheer on our Spurs! Tickets are $40 and $55 - con-
sider who’d like this for a Christmas gift. 

Purchase deadline is Dec 21. Get your digital tickets 
with the QR here or 
fevo-enterprise.com/event/Lutheranmen6

Quilting for LWR Resumes January 4* 
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 9:30am 
Want to try something new for the upcoming year?  Even 
if you don’t sew, consider learning some basics with 
LWR Quilters! If you DO sew, join in to help create sim-
ple quilts for Lutheran World Relief. The durable quilts 
we make are sent all over the world to be used as bed-
ding, room dividers, and shelter. If you can’t make it to 
the quilting meetings, quilt tops can be sewn at home 
at your convenience. Fabric is provided. Contact Diane 
Stewart for details. 
 Quilters will meet the fi rst and third Thursdays of 
the month at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall, beginning 
January 4.

For more information on LWR quilting, go to lwr.org and 
click on “quilts.” Learn how a quilt can make a difference in 
someone’s life. 
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UPDATE to Zion’s 
Recycling Collection
Zion is currently collecting ONLY 
aluminum cans in the swing-top 
collection barrel in the south (cem-
etery side) parking lot, next to the 
shed. For the health and safety of our 
volunteers, 

Please empty, dry, and crush 
aluminum beverage cans, 
without any food or beverage 

residue that will attract vermin.  

Do not include plastic-lined 
cans, steel cans or other metal 
in this swing-top aluminum 

can collection barrel. 

Do not put paper, plastic, 
food or any other trash in this 
swing-top aluminum can col-

lection barrel. A trash can is provided 
nearby for everything else.  

Advent Refl ection 
Pastor Kathi Johnson
A couple more pieces have joined our nativity scene 
this week: a shepherd and sheep. The Prince of 
Peace wasn’t born in a big palace, surrounded by 
riches. The presence of animals in our nativity re-
minds us that Christ was born humbly, in a stable. 

In present-day Bethlehem we fi nd the Church of 
the Nativity, a 6th Century basilica which has been 
much-modifi ed in the years since it was built. To 
reach the Grotto of the Nativity, you descend stone 
steps which have been worn down by centuries of 
pilgrims visiting the site believed to be the birth-
place of Jesus. In this underground grotto, we 
realize that Jesus was quite possibly born in a cave. 
Humble beginnings, indeed.

The presence of shepherds in our nativity under-
scores Christ’s humble beginnings, for shepherds 
were considered the lowest of the low on the social 
ladder. That God would send angels to shepherds 
in order to announce the birth of Jesus is a sign of 
God’s love for all.

- Pr. Kathi
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DECEMBER 10, 2023
SECOND SUNDAY
OF ADVENT

God brings peace and forgiveness.

Sunday Mark 1:1-8 The beginning of the good news
Monday Isaiah 40:1-11 Comfort my people
Tuesday 2 Peter 3:8-15a Promise of the Lord’s coming
Wednesday Ma hew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers
Thursday Psalm 29 The voice of God in a storm
Friday Isaiah 52:7-10 Let Zion rejoice
Saturday Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 A prayer for God’s peace
Sunday John 1:6-8, 19-28 John’s witness to the light

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lec onary texts for this Sunday.

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is 
paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
Isaiah 40:1-2 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty God, help us to rely on you above all things that our lives may find rest and peace 
through Christ Jesus, the Son of God. Amen.

Meal me Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this food; we pray for a fair distribu on of the fruit of the earth that 
all may have enough to eat. In Jesus’ name, amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the steadfast love and faithfulness of God give you peace. (Psalm 85:10) 



CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflec ons:

Think or talk about a me when you experienced peace.
When have you felt God’s peace in your life?

DEVOTIONS
Read:  Mark 1:1-8.
The first line in Mark, “The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” serves 
as a tle for the en re gospel wri ng. That tle and that announcement of good news is the 
source of all the peace we can want. Mark’s Gospel does not present a peace that is simply life 
without struggles. The peace of God that comes with the good news of Jesus involves struggle, 
cleansing, and le ng go of one’s own innocence or purity. The peace that Jesus brings, and 
John the Bap st introduces, involves a “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (v. 4). The peace 
that Jesus brings—and con nues to bring throughout our lives—is the freeing power to let go 
of an understanding of being able to make it on one’s own or of being be er than others. 
Worship services o en begin with statements of confession and forgiveness. This offers a 
peace where we need not hide from the hurts and brokenness of our lives and world. It is the 
peace that rests on the goodness of God in Christ for us and for all.
Discuss: How does confession and forgiveness give you peace? 
Pray: God of steadfast love and faithfulness, we thank you for coming to us again and again 
that we may know your forgiving power and have peace through Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for 
this week, how can you extend the peace of God to someone?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
The scripture readings during Advent point to Jesus. This week we light two candles on the 
Advent wreath. The second candle is the candle of peace. Think or talk about how the words of 
Psalm 85, a prayer for restora on, bring us peace: “Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.”
Light the first candle of hope and the second candle of peace and say: “The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

In addi on to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 
effec ve faith forma on tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

DECEMBER 10, 2023
HYMN OF THE WEEK 
He Came Down


