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WELCOME TO ZION 

We are a historic church that loves being 
part of the vibrant, growing community of 
northwest San Antonio. We bring people 
together knowing we are fallible and 
imperfect, and we help share God’s love 
and grace.

When we gather for worship, we’re 
receptive to God’s word and we rejoice in 
God’s grace through song, prayer, and Holy 
Communion. The history of Christian 
worship is rich with rituals formed by 
generations. These traditions, prayers, and 
pastoral teachings help connect our 
modern lives with Christ.

Faith is an ever-present curiosity. As we live 
our daily lives, we explore God’s teachings 
and respond with God’s love by serving 
our community, locally and globally. If 
you’re looking for a church that has all the 
answers for you – well, that isn’t us!

We are a community of believers seeking 
to respond to Christ’s call to worship and 
serve even as we wrestle with the big ques-
tions of life. We want you to know that you 
and your questions, faith, and doubts are 
welcome here! So come and join us as we 
explore life with God.

HOW WE WORSHIP 

The Holy Spirit gathers people around the 
means of grace - the saving Word of God 
and the sacraments. From the table of Holy 
Communion where Jesus Christ comes 
with forgiveness life and salvation, God 
sends us out to share the good news and to 
care for those in need. Our worship follows 
this pattern in four parts: Gathering, Word, 
Meal, and Sending. 

Worship leaders guide us through sacra-
ment and prayer and our responses are 
printed in bold type.

Throughout our service, members of 
Zion’s music ministry offer their talents as 
an offering to God. We invite you to receive 
their musical gifts as a time for prayer, 
contemplation, or praise of God, rather 
than a performance to be applauded, so 
that we may worship God throughout  our 
time here together.

Zion Lutheran Church
9944 Leslie Road • San Antonio, Texas 78254 • 210-688-3090 • zion@zionsa.org
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE How Great Our Joy! arr. Pethel Elyse & Dean Hearn 
Flute and Clarinet

WELCOME

Please rise, as you are able.
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Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 40:1-11
1Comfort, O comfort my people,  says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand
 double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then 
the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken.” 
 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy 
is like the fl ower of the fi eld. 7The grass withers, the fl ower fades, when the breath of the LORD 
blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the fl ower fades; but the word of 
our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;  lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  lift it up, do not fear; say to the 
cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his fl ock like a shep-
herd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated.
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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SECOND READING: LUKE 1:57-67
257Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.
59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zecha-
riah after his father. 60But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61They said to her, “None 
of your relatives has this name.” 62Then they began motioning to his father to fi nd out what name 
he wanted to give him. 63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of 
them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began 
to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were talked 
about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66All who heard them pondered them and said, 
“What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.
67Then his father Zechariah was fi lled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.
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Blessed Be the God of Israel 
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THIRD READING: LUKE 2:1-7
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the fi rst registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Ju-
dea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting 
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to 
her fi rstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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FOURTH READING: LUKE 2:8-16
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fi elds, keeping watch over their fl ock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrifi ed. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will fi nd a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host, praising God and saying,
14”Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

Angels from the Realms of Glory
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FIFTH READING: JOHN 1:1-14
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 
the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 
came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all peo-
ple. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who re-
ceived him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, 
not of blood or of the will of the fl esh or of the will of man, but of God.
14And the Word became fl esh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

Love Has Come
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Please rise as you are able.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await 
God’s day of restoration.

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.
Please respond: Your mercy is great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please check the back pages of this bulletin for additional announcements.



First Sunday of Christmase • Service of Lessons and Carols Page 13 

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.

OFFERING
At this time, we give our offerings with thanksgiving to God. These offerings support the mission and 
ministry of Zion, including the care of those in need. To give online, please visit ZionSA.org. Children are 
invited to come forward during the music and place their offerings in the jar to the left of the Chancel area 
(near the Sacristy door). During the offering music, the pastor sets the table with the elements for Holy 
Communion. Please know that this is the Lord’s table, and all are welcome to receive Communion.

OFFERING MUSIC 

The First Noel, arr. Schuster Elyse & Dean Hearn 
Flute and Clarinet

Please rise, as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance,
receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made fl esh.
Amen.

Next page
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GREAT THANKSGIVING SET 3

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and 
mystery of the Word made fl esh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision 
of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heav-
en, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your 
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made fl esh.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We 
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come  among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take fl esh 
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray as Jesus has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION
Christ invites you to this table. Come and receive the gifts of God for the people of God.

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes all to this holy meal! Children who commune should be assisted by adults who are with 
them. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward to receive a bless-
ing. If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will bring the sacrament to you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the person serving bread. White grape juice is available in 
the center of the communion tray for any who are unable to drink wine. After taking Communion, please 
return to your seat for singing and prayer. 

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN
What Feast of Love

After communion, we rise and share in blessing and prayer.

BLESSING
May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you 
and keep you always in God’s grace.
Amen.
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PRAYER
Let us pray. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life.
As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

BLESSING
God bless you and keep you,  Jesus grant you grace and truth,
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN on next page 

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE 

Joy to the World, arr. Pethel Elyse & Dean Hearn 
Flute and Clarinet

AVAILABLE FOR PRAYER
Immediately following each service, Stephen Ministers are often available to pray with you at the altar 
rail. All prayers and conversations are confi dential.

COPYRIGHTS
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS008900. | New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. | Copyright © OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. License No. A-723584.
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Joy to the World
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THIS 
WEEK

AT 
ZION

Scan QR code for 
this month’s 

calendar
e-Space

Sunday, December 31 
Worship 10am Sanctuary & YouTube

Monday, January 1
Campus Closed for New Years Day

Tuesday, January 2
Exercise Group 9am Church 2
Warriors Anonymous 7pm Church 2

Wednesday, January 3 
Crafty Bunch 9:30 Ed Bldg Craft Rm
AA - Alcoholics Anonymous 7pm Church 2 thru Jan 10
Al-Anon Meeting 7pm FH thru Jan 10

Thursday, January 4
Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 9:30 Fellowship Hall
Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2
Dinner Out (RSVP to Chillstroms) 6:30 Cover 3 Restaurant
Fiesta Flutes Rehearsal 7pm Church 2

Friday, January 5
Pre-Show Dinner 6:30 Family Life Center
The Play That Goes Wrong 7:30 Family Life Center

Saturday, January 6
Weight Watchers Meetings         7:30 & 9:30am Church 2
Pre-Show Dinner 6:30 Family Life Center
The Play That Goes Wrong 7:30 Family Life Center

Sunday, December 7
Worship in person 9am Sanctuary
Intergenerational Epiphany Event 10:15 Fellowship Hall
Worship in person and online 11:30 Sanc & YouTube
Pre-Show Dinner 1:30 Family Life Center
The Play That Goes Wrong 2:30 Family Life Center

STAFF CONTACT       Day Off

Pastor Kathi Johnson 
kjohnson@ZionSA.org

Monday

Pastor Dan Heim 
dheim@ZionSA.org

Friday

Suzie Wyatt, 
Administrator
swyatt@ZionSA.org

Thursday

afternoon

Rob Mikulski, 
Music Director
rmikulski@ZionSA.org

Monday

Sammy Mikulski, 
Theatre Director 
theatre@ZionSA.org

Monday

OFFICE CONTACT
Mon-Thur 8:30am-5:00pm 
Friday close at 3:00pm

210-688-3090

zion@zionsa.org

Website zionsa.org

Facebook zionsa

Instagram @zionsatx

9944 Leslie Road, 78254


