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WELCOME TO ZION 
When we gather for worship, we’re receptive 
to God’s word and we rejoice in God’s grace 
through song, prayer, and Holy Communion. 
The history of Christian worship is rich with 
rituals formed by generations. These tradi-
tions, prayers, and pastoral teachings help 
connect our lives with Christ. In our daily 
lives, we show God’s love by serving our 
community, both locally and globally.

We are a group of believers seeking to respond 
to Christ’s call to worship and serve, even as 
we wrestle with the big questions of life. We 
want you to know that you and your ques-
tions, faith, and doubts are welcome here!

Zion Lutheran Church
9944 Leslie Road • San Antonio, Texas 78254 • 210-688-3090 • zion@zionsa.org

HOW WE WORSHIP 
The Holy Spirit gathers people around the 
means of grace: the Word of God and the Sac-
raments. From the table of Holy Communion 
where Christ comes with forgiveness, life, 
and salvation, God sends us out to share the 
good news and care for those in need. Our 
worship follows this pattern in four parts: 
Gathering, Word, Meal, and Sending. By its 
very nature, Lutheran worship is participa-
tory and the service is contained within this 
bulletin. Worship leaders guide us through 
the service and our responses are printed in 
bold type.

We welcome children in our worship ser-
vices! If needed, a nursery is available down 
the hallway past the restrooms. The re-
strooms contain changing tables, as needed.

Throughout the service, members of Zion’s 
music ministry offer their talents as an of-
fering to God. Please receive their musical 
gifts as a time for prayer, contemplation, or 
praise of God rather than a performance to 
be applauded, so that we may worship God 
throughout our time here together.

ON THE COVER
Capernaum along the edge of the Sea of Gali-
lee. Photo by tamas. Adobe Stock Images.



Season of Epiphany Page 3 

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE Thy Holy Wings setting by Anne Krentz Organ

WELCOME Pastor Dan Heim 

Please rise, as you are able.

INVOCATION
We worship today in the name of the Father, and the  Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 
Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the fl ood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led 
your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the 
gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever.
Amen. 
Section end. Section end.



Page 4  9:00 and 11:30am • February 4, 2024

GATHERING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. 
Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your 
healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Please be seated.
Section End
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WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN’S CHAT  Pastor Dan Heim

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 40:21-31 Story Title
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have 
you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who sits above the circle of the 
earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 
spreads them like a tent to live in; 23who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the 
earth as nothing. 24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root 
in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like 
stubble. 25To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 26Lift up 
your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and numbers them, 
calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.

27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my 
right is disregarded by my God”? 28Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary;  his under-
standing is unsearchable. 29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 30Even 
youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted; 31but those who wait for the 
LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and 
not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 147
 Refrain  Michel Guimont

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 9:16-23
[Paul writes] 16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is 
laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a 
reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? 
Just this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use 
of my rights in the gospel.

19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win 
more of them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I be-
came as one under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those un-
der the law. 21To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from 
God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I 
became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that I might by 
all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.
Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: MARK 1:29-39 Jesus Heals
Spark Children’s Bible Page 256

The holy gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you, O Lord.

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and An-
drew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told 
him about her at once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left 
her, and she began to serve them.

32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 
33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with var-
ious diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because 
they knew him.

35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and 
there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they 
said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he 
went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON  Pastor Bill Swantner
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Please rise, as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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APOSTLES’ CREED IF NO BAPTISM
Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucifi ed, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*catholic: universal

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we celebrate Christ coming to dwell among us, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation.

Each petition ends: God of grace,
Please respond: 
receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 
hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Please be seated

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please check the back pages of this bulletin for additional announcements.
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MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.

OFFERING
At this time, we give our offerings with thanksgiving to God. These offerings support the mission and 
ministry of Zion, including the care of those in need. To give online, please visit ZionSA.org. Children 
are invited to come forward during the music and place their offerings in the jar to the left of the Chancel 
area (near the Sacristy door). During the offering music, the pastor sets the table with the elements for 
Holy Communion. Please know that this is the Lord’s table, and all are welcome to receive Communion.

OFFERING MUSIC
9:00 Arise! Shine! For Your Light Has Come 

by Robert Hobby
Chancel Choir

11:30 I Am the Light
by Terry D. Taylor

Children’s Choir

Please rise, as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of mercy and grace, 
the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at 
your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer 
and Lord. Amen.

Next page
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GREAT THANKSGIVING SUNG

Proper Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of 
a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your be-
loved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You have 
fi lled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue 
from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this end of all the 
ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed and was obedient to 
your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your  Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may live 
to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them with 
the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through 
him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Fa-
ther, now and forever.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
next page

INVITATION
These are the gifts of God for you, the beloved people of God.

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes all to this holy meal! Children who commune should be assisted by adults who are with 
them. Those who do not wish to receive Holy Communion are invited to come forward to receive a bless-
ing. If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher and we will bring the sacrament to you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the person serving bread. White grape juice is available in 
the center of the communion tray for any who are unable to drink wine. After taking Communion, please 
return to your seat for singing and prayer. 

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION  MUSIC 
9:00 Light of the World

by Karen Marrolli
Chancel Choir

11:30 May My Light Shine
by Lynn Shaw Bailey and Becki Slagle Mayo

Children’s Choir

COMMUNION HYMN In the Singing  

After communion, we rise and share in blessing and prayer.
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BLESSING
May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
always in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER
Let us pray. Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 
feasted on your grace. May your Word take fl esh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing 
your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Section end
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SENDING
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

BENEDICTION
God bless you and keep you,  Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon 
your hearts, now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN  Arise Your Light Has Come!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE St. Denio, setting by J. Bert Carlson

AVAILABLE FOR PRAYER
Immediately following each service, Stephen Ministers are often available to pray with you at the altar 
rail. All prayers and conversations are confi dential.
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THIS WEEK AT ZION
Scan QR code for this month’s calendar-Space

Sunday, February 4
Worship in person 9am Sanctuary

New Member Class #4 10:15  FLC 101

Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details next page

Adults: 5 Practices of Fruitful Living 10:15 Ministry Center 6

Adults: What Goes Into Planning Worship 10:20 Fellowship Hall

Worship in person and online 11:30 Sanctuary & YouTube

Monday, February 5
Game Group 1st/3rd 1pm Fellowship Hall

LMM Planning Mtg 1st 6:30 Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, February 6
Exercise Group 9am Church 2

Staff Meeting 11am Break Room

Handbell Choir 6:30 Sanctuary Balcony

Children’s Choir 7–7:45 Ministry Center 1

Youth Choir 7pm Music Apse

Warriors Anonymous 7pm Church 2

Wednesday, February 7
High School/Elementary Mentoring 7:15am Nichols Elementary

MOPS - Mothers of Preschoolers 9:30 Ministry Center 1

Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2

Crafty Bunch 9:30 Ed Bldg Craft Rm

Midweek Worship Services                     1:00 & 6:30 Chapel (Church 1)

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous 7pm FLC 202

Al-Anon Meeting 7pm FLC 101

Chancel Choir 7:15 Sanctuary

Thursday, February 8
Bible 101: Lutheran Perspective 2nd/4th 9:30 Fellowship Hall 

Weight Watchers Mtg 9:30 Church 2

Youth Night 6:30 Ministry Center

Fiesta Flutes Rehearsal 7pm Church 2

Stephen Ministry Supervision 2nd 4th 7pm MC 5 and 6

Worship Support

Altar Guild 
Carolyn Thronson, Doris Enderlin

Mary Ann Schmitt, Carrie Schmitzer
Amy Swanson, Gina Williams

February

Lay Reader
9:00  Jennifer Kretzschmar

11:30 Rachel Cannady 

Cantor
Mason Miller

Communion Servers
9:00 Melanie Murray

Karen Umlang

11:30 Jennifer & Kevin Kretzschmar

Livestream
David Umlang
Justin Heinen

Sound
Scott VanDoren

Ushers
9:00

Feb
Jake Apodaca
Bill and Mary Ann Schmitt
Matt Murray
Irvin Moss

11:30 LeShea Clabough, Kevin McGee 
Laura Walsh, Paul Spehr
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Adult Sunday Classes
• What Goes Into Planning Worship?
 Join Pastor Kathi and Director of Music Ministries Rob 

Mikulski for a series about planning worship. Topics 
include: how we plan liturgies for Sundays and Wednes-
days, how sermons are written, how do we plan ahead 
AND allow  room for the Holy Spirit to work? In the Fel-
lowship Hall at about 10:20, through February 11. 

• Five Practices of Fruitful Living
 Discussions based on the book (not required reading) by 

Robert Schnase, considering radical hos-
pitality; passionate worship; intentional 
faith development; risk-taking mission 
and service; and extravagant generosi-
ty.  Led by John Macha and Amy McFad-
den. Ministry Center Room 6 (upstairs), 
through February 11. 

NEW TIME for Weekday Bible Study - 9:30
Bible 101: Bible Studies from a Lutheran Perspective
Led by Pastor Eileen Spehr on the second and fourth 
Thursdays at 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Scheduled 
dates are February 8 and 22, March 14 and 28, April 11. 
Series will continue with new topics. 

Two Midweek Services
Wednesdays at 1pm and 6:30pm 
in Church 1
Simple communion worship services 
in Zion’s historic chapel. 

Saturday, February 10
Weight Watchers Meetings           7:30 & 9:30am Church 2

Sunday, February 11
New Members Join during both services

Worship in person 9am Sanctuary

Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details next page

Adults: 5 Practices of Fruitful Living 10:15 Ministry Center 6

Adults: What Goes Into Planning Worship 10:20 Fellowship Hall 2/11/24

Worship in person and online 11:30 Sanctuary & YouTube

Youth Gathering Meeting 12:30 Ministry Center 1

Music Rehearsals 
Handbells
  Tuesday  6:30  Balcony

Children’s (Gr 2-5)
  Tuesday 7-7:45 MC Rm 1

Youth (Gr 6-12)
  Tuesday  7-8pm Apse

Chancel (Adult) 
  Wednesday 7:15 Sanctuary

Sunday Faith Formation 
for Children and Youth at 
10:15
Meet in Ministry Center classrooms. 
Age or Grade Room

Two Years–Kinder MC-3

Grades 1–4 MC-4

Grades 5–7 MC-5

Affi rmation of Baptism 
(Confi rmation) Grades 8–9

MC-7

High School Grades 10–12 MC-8
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STAFF CONTACT       Day Off

Pastor Kathi Johnson 
Senior Pastor
kjohnson@ZionSA.org

Monday

Pastor Dan Heim 
Pastor, Youth & Family
dheim@ZionSA.org

Friday

Suzie Wyatt, 
Administrator
swyatt@ZionSA.org

Thursday

afternoon

Rob Mikulski, 
Music Director
rmikulski@ZionSA.org

Monday

Sammy Mikulski, 
Theatre Director 
theatre@ZionSA.org

Monday

2024 CONGREGATION 
COUNCIL
Bud Halstead  President
Allen Cockrell  Treasurer
Chris Jones  Vice President
Erica Macha  Secretary 
David Umlang At Large
Rachel Williams  At Large
Shiloh Love  At Large
Pr. Kathi Johnson Senior Pastor
Pr. Dan Heim Pastor 

CAM’s Current Needs
Christian Assistance Ministry (CAM) is on the campus of Grace 
Lutheran Church downtown. With the support of individuals and 
churches throughout San Antonio, CAM provides both emergency 
and ongoing help to our neighbors in need. Is there something you 
can help with?  Zion’s yellow collection bins are behind the stairs on 
the north side of our narthex.
• Men’s jeans (all sizes) 
• Little boy’s clothing 
• Large reusable shopping bags (bigger than grocery bags) 
• People/groups to serve at CAM on Saturdays
• Weekly volunteers
• Financial support - this QR links directly to CAM’s dona-

tion page. 
E-mail CAM Volunteer Director Mary 
Henderson, mhenderson@cam-sa.org to talk 
about volunteering. 

• Regular theatre seating tickets are now on sale at
ZTG.booktix.net. Adults $15, children (11 and under) 
are $10. 

• Dinner seating is on sale today in the gazebo, as well as 
regular seating. Adult dinner tickets are $30,  children 
are $20. 

A Night on Broadway
Musical Revue
March 1-3 and 8-10

2:30 and 7:30 performances in 
Zion’s Family Life Center

Lenten Food and Toiletry Drive
for St. Vincent de Paul of Helotes
Beginning on the fi rst Sunday of Lent, February 18, Zion 
will collect canned goods and toiletries for St. Vincent de 
Paul of Helotes (formerly Helotes House of Neighborly 
Service). Items will be collected throughout the six weeks 
of Lent, through March 24. Look for the collection baskets 
in the narthex and the gazebo. 
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COPYRIGHTS
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg 
Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS008900.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.

Copyright © OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. License No. 
A-723584.

Social media vectors created by myriammira - freepik.com

OFFICE CONTACT
Mon-Thur 8:30am-5:00pm 
Friday close at 3:00pm

210-688-3090

zion@zionsa.org

Website zionsa.org

Facebook zionsa

Instagram @zionsatx

9944 Leslie Road, 78254

Youth Nights/Confi rmation Mentoring
February 8 and 22 Dinner and Fellowship
6:30-8:30 in Ministry Center
For middle and high schoolers, every other 
Thursday, 6:30-8 pm: Dinner, Bible study, ser-
vice project, Confi rmation mentoring. $4 sug-
gested offering for dinner. Use the QR to RSVP. 

Game Group
February 5 and 19 at 1:00pm
Come for table games and daytime fellowship for all ages. 
Meet in the Fellowship Hall on the fi rst and third Mon-
days. Contact Algine Perry through the church offi ce if you 
have questions.

MOPS Chapter at Zion
Wednesday, February 7 in MC Room 
Zion MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) sup-
ports moms by building community for 
growth in faith and as parents. Monthly 
meetings are in Zion’s Ministry Center from 

9:30-noon as scheduled below. They also are in need of 
adult volunteers to provide child care those Wednes-
days. 
 Scan the QR to contact Nicole Stender (mops@
zionsa.org) to register, volunteer or get more info! 
2024 Meetings: Feb 7, Mar 6, Apr 17, May 8 

Zion Zippers 50+ Fellowship
Monday, February 12 at 6:00pm
Zion Zippers meet on the second Monday of each month 
for a potluck dinner, beginning at 6pm. If you’re fi fty years 
or older, you’re invited. Please bring a dish or two to share, 
along with your own plate and utensils if you can. Invite a 
friend, too! After the meal, a representative of Bat Conser-
vation Int’l (BCI) will give a presentation. 
 Contact Kathy Newman through the church offi ce if you 
have a question or suggestion for a guest speaker or activity.   
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Your generosity empowers Zion’s ministry 
From Sunday morning worship to 
feeding families for the holidays, 
collecting clothing for local charity 
or relief supplies shipped hundreds 
of miles, to friendships fostered 
worldwide with simple hand stitch-
es. 

Because you kindly share your time, 
lend your skills, and support your 
ministry fi nancially, Zion’s impact 
reaches far beyond the four walls of 
our sanctuary. On behalf of every-
one we’re able to help, thank you for 
your contribution. 

For more ways to support 
Zion’s mission, scan this 
QR code.

Crafty Bunch 
Wednesdays at 9:30
The Crafty Bunch  meets in the Education Building on the 
west side of Leslie Road. Enter at the double doors, behind 
Churches 1 and 2. The craft room is the fi rst room on the 
right. Bring your own project to work on.

Women of Zion
 Tuesday February 13, WOZ Bible Study & More. Join in 
activities and fellowship with other women in the congre-
gation. Fellowship, service projects with a Bible 
study on the second Tuesday at 10:00am in the 
Fellowship Hall. All women are invited! Scan the 
QR code to get on the mailing list, or send an 
e-mail to WOZ@zionsa.org. 

WOZ@zionsa.org

Men’s Fellowship Dinner
Third Monday, February 19 at 6:30pm
All men are invited to meet at Sea Island (11715 Bandera) 
for food, thoughtful study, camaraderie, and all YOUR 
ideas for Men’s Ministry! Contact David Umlang at 
lmm@zionsa.org if you need more details.

Pancake Breakfast for the Congregation
Sunday, February 25 in 
the Fellowship Hall, 8am-11:30
LMM will host a pancake feast 
to celebrate Shrove Tuesday, the 
German-European version of Fat 
Tuesday. In addition to regular and 
gluten-free pancakes, the menu in-

cludes sausage, fruit, coffee and juice. The free-will offer-
ing benefi ts Habitat for Humanity. Serving begins at 8:00 
and ends at 11:30. 
 Contact coordinator Matt Iwanicki, via the church offi ce 
or Z-Mail link, if you’d like to participate in preparations.     
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Quilting for LWR
1st and 3rd Thursdays at 9:30am 
Come on out on the fi rst and third Thursdays of the 
month at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Diane Stew-
art through the church offi ce if you need more details. 
 The durable quilts we make are sent all over the world 
to be used as bedding, room dividers, and shelter. If you 
can’t make it to the quilting meetings, quilt tops can be 
sewn at home at your convenience. Fabric is provided. 

Zion is a 
Stephen  Ministry 
Church!
Stephen Ministers Are 
Care-Givers, 
God Is the Cure-Giver. 
The role of a Stephen 

Minister is to give care. They listen, 
empathize, encourage, pray, and pro-
vide emotional and spiritual support 
on a weekly basis to hurting people 
for as long as the need persists. God 
works in and through them to bring 
hope and healing. If you are feeling 
lonely, experiencing a crisis, strug-
gling through a diffi cult time, or sim-
ply fi nd yourself stressed by everyday 
life, talk with one of our Stephen 
Leaders to learn more about Stephen 
Ministry. Our Stephen Ministers are 
ready to care for you!
 To fi nd out more about Stephen 
Ministry for you or someone you 
know, talk with LeShea Clabough, 
our Stephen Ministry Leader. Get her 
contact information 
from the church of-
fi ce, 210-688-3090, 
or email her directly 
using this QR. 
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. June 17-21 
    and/or 
June 24-28
For those enter-
ing Kindergarten 
through grade 7 

in Fall ‘24. Youth-led daycamp, developing young leaders 
through hands-on activity with the Bible, worship, art, 
STEM, games, drama, snacks and more. 
 Disciple Campers (6th & 7th graders) are further chal-
lenged with off-site service and learning projects with our 
mission partner, Nichols Elementary School. 
 Cost is $125 fi rst camper, $115 for each 
additional sibling. Before/after care $25 per 
hour. Use this QR to register.  Scholarships 
are available. 

Dinner Out at Ilsong Garden Korean BBQ
Thursday, March 7 at 6:30pm
Dinner Out invites all adults to meet this month at Ilson 
Garden Korean BBQ, 6905 Blanco Road, just inside Loop 
410. Come early for socializing; dinner seating is at 6:30. 
 RSVP by March 4 to Jim or Sandy Chillstrom; call 
the church offi ce if you need their contact info. 
Doris & Dave Newman, 210-859-7860 or 
ddnewman@mac.com.  
Jim or Sandy Chillstrom chillstrom@sbcglobal.net
210.695.6310 or 210.771.7573
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FEBRUARY 4, 2024
FIFTH SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY

Jesus’ followers are sent to serve.

Sunday Mark 1:29-39 Jesus heals many people
Monday Isaiah 40:21-31 The Lord gives strength
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 For the sake of the gospel
Wednesday 1 Timothy 1:12-17 Gra tude for mercy
Thursday Joshua 22:1-6 The eastern tribes return
Friday Acts 20:25-35 Paul speaks to the elders
Saturday Psalm 147:1-11, 20c Praise the Lord
Sunday Mark 9:2-9 Transfigura on of Jesus

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lec onary texts for this Sunday.

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
He [Jesus] came and took her [Simon Peter’s mother-in-law] by the hand 
and li ed her up. Then the fever le  her, and she began to serve them.   
Mark 1:31 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Almighty and living God, we give you thanks and praise for raising us up to a new life to worship 
you and serve others with joy through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Meal me Prayer:
Lord, you feed the animals and even the young ravens. We thank you for nurturing us with your 
presence in Jesus and for this meal today. Amen. (Psalm 147)

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you with the joy of service.



CARING CONVERSATIONS
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflec ons:

Describe someone you know who likes to serve others.  
A disciple’s life is one of service. How is this important to the good news of Jesus?

DEVOTIONS
Read:  Mark 1:29-39.
Jesus heals Simon Peter’s mother-in-law from an illness, a condi on possibly approaching 
death. There is a clear associa on with the resurrec on in this reading. This woman, whose 
name is not given, is touched by Jesus, li ed up, and begins to serve. This is a descrip on of 
discipleship of all the unnamed followers of Jesus throughout history: touched and healed by 
Jesus, given new life, and sent out to serve. There is no hesita on about her calling; as a 
disciple, she serves. Other references to serve are found in Mark 1:13 when the angels of God 
served Jesus in the wilderness, and again in Mark 10:45, Jesus as the Son of Man came to 
serve. Service is the life of a follower of Jesus. It is not a burden. It is the great joy of life. Those 
who think the “good life” is to be served by others miss the point of the “gospel life” of Jesus. 
The joy of living is the ability to use whatever gi s one may have to bless others with service.
Discuss: In what ways have you experienced joy when serving others? 
Pray: Living God, help us to see and believe that the life worth living is a life of service that 
brings peace, joy, and your saving grace through Jesus Christ, our great healer. Amen.

SERVICE
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for 
this week, how can you bring Jesus’ healing touch to someone in need?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Isaiah 40:21-31 expresses great joy at the saving presence of God in the lives of the exiles, 
those who have felt abandoned and imprisoned by others. Write a list of names of those you 
know who are experiencing difficult mes. 
Pray: Lord God, help (read list of names) feel your presence and know that those who wait 
for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall 
run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. In Jesus’ name, amen. (Isaiah 40:31)  

WEEKLY MILESTONES
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.

In addi on to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 
effec ve faith forma on tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

FEBRUARY 4, 2024
HYMN OF THE WEEK 
The Spirit Sends Us 
Forth to Serve




