February 2,2025 e Presentation of Our Lord
9:00 and 11:30 am

o
7,101 | ytherar



WELCOME TO ZION

When we gather for worship, we’re
receptive to God’s word and we rejoice in
God’s grace through song, prayer, and Holy
Communion. The history of Christian
worship is rich with rituals formed by
generations. These traditions, prayers, and
pastoral teachings help connect our lives
with Christ. In our daily lives, we show
God’s love by serving our community, both
locally and globally.

We are a group of believers seeking to
respond to Christ’s call to worship and
serve, even as we wrestle with the big
questions of life. We want you to know that
you and your questions, faith, and doubts
are welcome here!

HOW WE WORSHIP

The Holy Spirit gathers people around the
means of grace: the Word of God and the
Sacraments. From the table of Holy
Communion where Christ comes with
forgiveness, life, and salvation, God sends
us out to share the good news and care for
those in need. Our worship follows this
pattern in four parts: Gathering, Word,
Meal, and Sending. By its very nature,
Lutheran worship is participatory and the
service is contained within this bulletin.
Worship leaders guide us through the
service and our responses are printed in

bold type.

Zion Lutheran Church

We welcome children in our worship
services! If needed, a nursery is available
down the hall past the restrooms. The
restrooms contain changing tables, as
needed.

Throughout the service, members of Zion’s
music ministry offer their talents as an
offering to God. Please receive their musical
gifts as a time for prayer, contemplation, or
praise of God rather than a performance to
be applauded, so that we may worship God
throughout our time here together.

Most Sundays, our 11:30 service is live-
streamed at YouTube.com/ZionSanAntonio.
Our practice is to maintain a wide angle
view of the sanctuary, occasionally focusing
on worship leaders, not individual
worshipers. If you have questions or
concerns about appearing on camera, please
speak with an usher or pastor.

ON THE COVER

La Presentacin de Christo en el Templo,
2018 by Kelly Latimore

From Artin the Christian Tradition, a project of the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. https://
diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=54414.
Original source: Kelly Latimore Icons, https://
kellylatimoreicons.com/.

9944 Leslie Road ¢ San Antonio, Texas 78254 ¢ 210-688-3090 e zion@zionsa.org
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GATHERING

The Holy Spirit, the Comforter, gathers us in worship.

PRELUDE Fantasia in C

by]J. S. Bach
WELCOME Pastor Al Jensen
TEMPLE TALK Suzi Lockamy

Capital Campaign: Welcoming God’s Community

Please rise, as you are able.

INVOCATION

We worship today in the name of the Father, and " of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING DIALOGUE

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all day long.
O Lord, remember your mercy and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid,
God is my strength and my might;
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
(Based on Psalm 25, Isaiah 12, and Luke 1)
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GATHERING HYMN | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

—

—r

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented this day in the
temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by the same Jesus Christ, our
great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

CHILDREN'S CHAT Pastor Dan Heim
Children may come forward for the Children’s Chat and the rest of the congregation is seated.

FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4

'See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the LorD of hosts. >But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; *he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. “Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 84

The cantor sings the refrain once to begin, followed by the assembly. The assembly then sings the refrain
when indicated by R.

Refrain Michel Guimont
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Hap-py are they who dwellin your house, O Lord.

How lovely 1s your dwelling place, for ever singing your praise.
Lorp, God of hosts. They are happy, whose strength is in you,
My soul is longing and yearning, in whose hearts are the roads to Zion. R.
is yearning for the courts of the LORrD.
My heart and my soul ring out their joy O Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer,
to God the living God. R. give ear, O God of Jacob.
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield,
They are happy, who dwell in your house, look on the face of your anointed. R.

Psalm Verses © 1963, 1993, The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
Music Copyright © 2001 by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved
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SECOND READING: Hebrews 2:14-18

“Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus| himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. "*For it is clear
that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. "Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.
'®Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being
tested.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Please rise, as you are able.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40 Simeon and Anna
Spark Children’s Bible Page 226

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

2When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph]
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord *(as it is written in the law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), **and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young
pigeons.”

»Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. **It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord’s Messiah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, **Simeon took him
in his arms and praised God, saying,

»?“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word,

*°for my eyes have seen your salvation,

*'which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

3?a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

**And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed *so that the inner thoughts of
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

**There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, *’then as a widow to
the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer
night and day. **At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child
to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

*When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee,
to their own town of Nazareth. *°The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the
favor of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON Pastor Dan Heim

Please rise as you are able.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

INn His Temple Now Behold Him
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Text: Henry J. Pye, 1825-1903, alt.

Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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COUNCIL INSTALLATION

APOSTLES' CREED

Let us now confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*catholic: universal

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With hope, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await God’s day of
restoration.

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.
Response: Your mercy is great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Additional announcements and a schedule for the week are on the back pages of this bulletin.
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MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.

OFFERING

We give our offerings with thanksgiving to God. These offerings support the mission and ministry of
Zion, including the care of those in need. To give online, please visit ZionSA.org. Children may place
their offerings in the jar to the left of the Chancel (near the sacristy door). During the offering music, the
pastor sets the table for Holy Communion.

OFFERING MUSIC

9:00 When Mary to the Temple Came Chancel Choir
by Philip M. Young with Elyse Hearn, flute
11:30 Allegro from Voluntary No. 1
by John Stanley

Please rise, as you are able. The ushers bring the offering forward for the Offering Prayer.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God,

your Son shows us your great love. As we offer ourselves and these gifts, prepare us to
receive the grace you offer at this table and renew in us the song of your salvation, through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

0 b
£‘P o ® ® o 9 ® 9 o o ® ® o o ® 9 o
— — — — ~—
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
0 1
Y D
W_‘_ﬂ_‘ 7 E— L i " " E—
— e — "
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
0 1
Yy D
e o , o o o - o
J e b.—. .\_/ @
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
01
Y D
@re o o o ., ., .
S~
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of
a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come ¥ among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh
in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most
High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION
These are the gifts of God for you, the beloved people of God.

Please be seated.

COMMUNION

Because this is the Lord’s table, we welcome all to receive Holy Communion. If you’d like to receive a
blessing instead, simply come forward and cross your arms over your chest. If you are unable to come
forward, please notify an usher and we will bring the sacrament to you. Gluten-free wafers are
available; please ask the person serving bread. White grape juice is available in the center of the tray for
those unable to drink wine. After receiving Communion, please return to your seat for singing and

prayer.

arranged by Jacob Lash
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COMMUNION MUSIC (9:00) Of the Father’s Love Begotten Chancel Choir
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COMMUNION HYMN

In a Lowly Manger Born
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hun - gered as but poor folk can; this is he. Be-hold the man!
for in him new life be-gan; this is he. Be-hold the man!
come and take the path he trod, son of Mar-y, Son of God

Text: Ko Yuki, 1896-1985; tr. composite

Music: MABUNE, Seigi Abe, 1891-1974

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © Seigi Abe, admin. Christian Conference of Asia.

After communion, we rise and share in blessing and prayer.

BLESSING

May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you

always in God’s grace.
Amen.

PRAYER

Let us pray. We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, present in these gifts of bread and wine.
As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us out in peace.

BENEDICTION
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit, through " Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN on next page

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.

Praeludium in G

POSTLUDE
by]J.S. Bach

AVAILABLE FOR PRAYER
Immediately following each service, Stephen Ministers are often available to pray with you at the altar

rail. All prayers and conversations are confidential.

Page 16 9:00 and 11:30 am e February 2,2025



SENDING HYMN O Lord, Now Let Your Servant
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Text: Ernest E. Ryden, 18861981, alt.

Music: KUORTANE, Finnish folk tune; arr. hymnal version

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
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THIS WEEK AT ZION

Scan QR code for this month’s calendar

Sunday, February 2

Worship in person 9am  Sanctuary

Faith Formation Hour for all ages 10:15 Details Next Page
Worship in person and . .
YouTube@ZionSanAntonio 11:30  Sanctuary & online
Monday, February 3

Game Group 12:30  Fellowship Hall
Tuesday, February 4

Exercise Group 9am  Church2

Staff Meeting llam Breakroom
Handbell Choir 6:30  Sanctuary Balcony
Children’s Choir 7pm  Ministry Center 1
Youth Choir 7pm  Music Apse

Stephen Minister Training 7pm  Ministry Center 5
Warriors Anonymous 7pm  Church2
Wednesday, February 5

High School/Elementary Mentoring 7:15am Nichols Elementary
Crafty Bunch 9:00 EdBldg Craft Room

Midweek Worship

1:00 & 6:30pm Church1

AA - Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting 7pm  Family Life Center 202
Al-Anon Meeting 7pm  Family Life Center 101
Chancel Choir 7:15 Sanctuary
Thursday, February 6

Quilting for Lutheran World Relief 9:30  Fellowship Hall
Weight Watchers 9:30  Church2

Fiesta Flutes Rehearsal 7pm  Church?2

Saturday, February 8

Weight Watchers

8:30am Church2

Sunday, February 9

Worship in person

Faith Formation Hour for all ages

Worship in person and
YouTube@ZionSanAntonio

Installation of Pastor Al Jensen

Reception for Pastor Al

9am
10:15

11:30

3pm
4pm

Sanctuary

Details next page
Sanctuary & online

Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

Page 18

Worship Support

Altar Guild
Bonnie Bahr, Betsy Howard
Ruth Medbury, Karen Sturdivant
Laura Walsh

Lay Reader
9:00 John Macha

11:30 Alyssa Brodbeck

Cantor
Lindsay Magee

Communion Servers
9:00 Melanie Murray
Karen Umlang

11:30 LeShea Clabough

Kevin McGee

Livestream
Kevin McGee

Sound
Scott Van Doren

Ushers
9:00 Jake Apodaca
Irvin Moss
Matt Murray
Mary Ann & Bill Schmitt
Stuart Williams

11:30 Pam Gammage
LeShea Clabough

Kevin McGee
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Faith Formation
for Children and Youth

10:15 in Ministry Center Rooms

Age or Grade Room

Two Years-Kinder MC-3
Grades 1-5 MC-4
Grades 6-9 MC-7

High School Grades 10-12 MC-8

Music Rehearsals
Handbells
Tuesday 6:30pm Sanctuary Balcony

Children'’s (Gr 2-5)
Tuesday  7-7:45pm MC-1

Youth (Gr 6-12)

Tuesday 7-8pm Music Apse
Chancel (Adults)
Wednesday 7:15pm Sanctuary

New Series: Being With
Sundays through April 6, 10:15am
MC-1, MC-6, Fellowship Hall

The 10-week “Being With” adult
course is an introduction to
Christianity with a difference. At its
heartis the idea that God’s greatest
desire is to be with us in Jesus. The

A COURSE EXPLORING
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE

il

Bolng
With,

550
¥

sessions focus on the themes of
Meaning; Essence; Jesus; Church;

Bible; Mission; Cross; Prayer; Suffering and Resurrection.
Drawing on the practices of Godly Play, the course uses
storytelling, wondering and reflection to encourage and
welcome the insights that each person brings.

Sundays 10:15-11:15 am, January 26 — April 6 (with a
break for the start of Lent, March 2). If you have not
registered, but would like to join us, you may join no later
than today. Please contact Pastor Dan if you would like to
join, or have any other questions.

Two Midweek Services
Wednesdays at Ipm and 6:30pm
in Church1

Simple communion worship
services in Zion’s historic chapel.

Heaven and Earth

Bible Class

Sundays, 10:15am

Ministry Center 1

This study of Genesis and the
Psalms picks up where it left off in
November. With Amy McFadden and other adult leaders.
(No registration required.)

Submitting Announcements
If you have announcements for the
bulletin and Zmail, please send
them to Publications@ZionSA.org.

Presentation of Our Lord

- Blessed Change for California
Wildfire Relief in the Narthex
Zion is collecting your Blessed Change
for California wildfire relief through
Lutheran Disaster Response. Look for
the water well in the narthex and drop
in your loose change,
folding money and checks,

or use this QR code to get to
Zion’s donations web page. [m]



Zion Bunco Group

4th Monday, February 24, 1:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Zion Bunco Group will meet on the fourth Monday for a
rousing game of Bunco and fellowship. For info contact
Shirley Homeier-McBrayer through the church office.

Game Group

1st & 3rd Mondays, 12:30pm, Fellowship Hall

Next one: February 3

Come for table games and daytime fellowship for all ages.
Contact Algine Perry through the church office if you have

questions.

Men'’s Fellowship Dinner

[_D_] | MAM Third Monday, Feb 17, 6:30pm

All men are invited to meet at El
Chapparal, 15103 Bandera Rd, Helotes, for food,
thoughtful study, camaraderie, and all YOUR ideas for

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Men’s Ministry! Contact David Umlang at
Imm@zionsa.org if you need more details.

Food Bank Volunteering

Saturday, February 15, 8:30-11:30am
Zion Lutheran Men in Mission is organizing a volunteer
event, helping with curbside food distribution at the San
Antonio Food Bank Warehouse at 5200
Historic Old Hwy 90, San Antonio, Texas
78227. You can use this QR code to register:

One Year to Live

Men’s Retreat, February 21-23, 2025
A weekend to reflect and prioritize. First time
in Texas since 2022. Sponsored by SW Texas
Synod Lutheran Men in Mission At Camp
Chrysalis in Kerrville. For info and registration, scan this
panifE QR or pick up aregistration brochure from
et

the narthex.

dLk; Registrations due: February 9

STAFF CONTACT Day Off

Pastor Kathi Johnson Monday
Senior Pastor

kjohnson@ZionSA.org

Pastor Dan Heim Friday
Associate Pastor, Youth and Family
dheim@ZionSA.org

Pastor Al Jensen Friday

Associate Pastor, Congregational Care
ajensen(@ZionSA.org

Pastor Eileen Spehr
Visitation Pastor
visitation(@ZionSA.org

Suzie Wyatt
Administrator
swyatt@ZionSA.org
Rob Mikulski Monday
Music Director
rmikulski@ZionSA.org
Sammy Mikulski Monday
Theatre Director
theatre@ZionSA.org
2025 COUNCIL
Bud Halstead President
Karen Umlang Treasurer
Chris Jones Vice President

Rachel Williams  Secretary
Erica Macha

Shiloh Love

Matt Iwanicki

Pr. Kathi Johnson Senior Pastor
Pr. Dan Heim Associate Pastor
Pr. Al Jensen Associate Pastor

9:00 and 11:30 am e February 2,2025



OFFICE CONTACT

Mon-Thur 8:30am-5:00pm
Friday close at 3:00pm

210-688-3090
zion(@zionsa.org

Website zionsa.org
Facebook zionsa

Instagram (@zionsatx

9944 Leslie Road, 78254

CIOE~ 1<) C(RGIVe

SUBSCRIBE TO
o Weekly Z-Mail
e Prayer Chain

For secure subscription info, send an
e-mail to Karen at Zion@ZionSA.org

COPYRIGHTS

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025
Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SAS008900.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Copyright © OneLicense.net. All rights reserved. License
No. A-723584.

Social media vectors created by myriammira -
freepik.com
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Women of Zion (WOZ) Events in January
WOZ Bible Study & More

Second Tuesday February 11 at 10:00am

Join in activities and fellowship with other women in the
congregation. Fellowship and service E ] E
projects with a Bible study on the second
Tuesday at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall. 4
All women are invited! Scan the QR code to E_l.. n."l
get on the mailing list, or send an e-mail to Woz@zionsa.org
WOZ@zionsa.org.

Crafty Bunch

Wednesdays at 9:00am

The Crafty Bunch meets in the Education Building on the
west side of Leslie Road. Enter at the double doors,
behind Churches 1 and 2. The craft room is the first room
on the left. Bring your own project to work on.

Quilting for Lutheran World Relief

1st, 3" & 5% Thursdays, 9:30am, Fellowship Hall

Next one: February 6

Even if you don’t sew, consider learning some basics with
LWR Quilters! Contact Diane Stewart through the church
office if you need more details.

The LWR Quilters are always in need of new and gently
used twin size and larger flat sheets for quilt backing. Sheets
can be dropped off at the Fellowship Hall during any quilting
time.

Dinner Out at Ming's

Thursday, February 6, 6:30pm

The Dinner Out group will get together at Ming’s at :a
Cantera, 17022 Fiesta Texas Dr, Suite 104. Come early for
socializing; dinner seating is at 6:30pm. RSVP by February
2 to Doris or Dave Newman. Call the church office if you
need their contact information.
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Zion Zippers 50+ Fellowship

Monday, February 10 at 6:00pm, Fellowship Hall

Zion Zippers meet on the second Monday of each month
for a potluck dinner, beginning at 6pm. If you’re fifty years
or older, you’re invited. Please bring a dish or two to share
with your Zipper friends. Bring your own plate and
utensils if you can, and invite a friend, too!

Dinner will be followed by a presentation on
acupuncture by Dr. Bing Han (https://drhantcm.com) of
the Dr. Han Acupuncture & Med Spa at 5309 Wurzbach Rd
Suite 100-6, Leon Valley, TX 78238. Come for an
informative, entertaining evening.

Contact Kathy Newman through the church office if you
have a question or suggestion for a guest speaker or
activity.

Weekday Bible Study Series: Book of Ruth
Thursday, February 13, 9:30am, Ministry Center 1

Led by Pastor Eileen Spehr. Second and fourth Thursdays,
through March 27.

Camp Hope
Registration Open
Camp Hope 2025
June 9-13

and/or June 16-20
Zion's youth-led, adult-mentored, day camp for children/
youth entering Kindergarten - 7th grade in Fall 2025. Sign

up below for one or two unique weeks of camp with faith
formation through the Bible, worship, art, STEM,
.:h [w] leadership development and more. Disciple
i Campers (6th-7th graders) are further
wj challenged with off-site service-learning

L projects. As campers age up, they grow into
staff roles supporting younger campers!

Camp Hope
Registration

Current 7th-12th graders interested in staff positions, e-
mail camphope@zionsa.org for an application or check e-
newsletters.
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Camp Hope 2025:
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From Sunday morning worship to
feeding families for the holidays,
collecting clothing for local charity
or relief supplies shipped hundreds
of miles, to friendships fostered
worldwide with simple hand
stitches.

Because you kindly share your time,
lend your skills, and support your
ministry financially, Zion’s impact
reaches far beyond the four walls of
our sanctuary. On behalf of everyone
we’re able to help, thank you for
your contribution.

For more ways to
support Zion’s
mission, scan this

QR code.

https://secure.myvanco.com/YJYN/ campaign/C-YTT8

9:00 and 11:30 am e February 2,2025



FEBRUARY 2, 2025 L -I-
FOURTH SUNDAY E taking

AFTER EPIPHANY = _ . faith
home

Love is at the heart of the Christian faith.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.

Sunday Luke 4:21-30 The prophet Jesus is rejected
Monday Jeremiah 1:4-10 The Lord chooses Jeremiah
Tuesday 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  The gift of love

Wednesday Luke 2:25-32 Simeon praises the Lord
Thursday 1John 3:16-21 God is love

Friday Amos 5:14-15 Choose good, not evil
Saturday Psalm 71:1-6 A prayer for God’s protection
Sunday Luke 5:1-11 Jesus calls the first disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK

“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

A Prayer for the Week:
Holy God, give us confidence to live as a follower of Jesus, that others may see in us our love and
faith in you through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, you care for the needs of all people; we thank you for this meal and pray for all to have
enough to eat through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God bless you with faith, hope, and love in Christ Jesus.

e
M“-[-;S’_{:)NIE:_‘ 2024 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.
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FEBRUARY 2, 2025 -I-
HYMN_OF THE WEEK ta k' ng

Goodness Is Stronger than - . * fa |th

Evil R home

WEEKLY MILESTONES = 2
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS G
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e What makes you feel loved?
e Canyou be a person of Christian faith without love? Explain.

DEVOTIONS ‘&

Read: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13.

This scripture reading responds to some misguided understandings about the Christian faith.
Some think their knowledge and their understanding of God is better than others. Their faith is
driven by the power of knowledge and a feeling of superiority. The Apostle Paul says that love
is at the heart of the message and ministry of the followers of Jesus Christ. The love Paul lifts
up “does not rejoice in wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth” (v. 6). While some might boast of
having spiritual powers that can move mountains or grasp deep mysteries, Paul states that love
isthe real measure of the Christian faith. Christian love lasts forever and shows compassion
because it “believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (v. 7). The love Paul
preaches is not “boastful or arrogant” (v. 4b), but humbly seeks the good of others, recognizing
that our knowledge, even our speaking on behalf of God is imperfect. Faith, hope, and love are
all important, and because of our imperfect faith and hope, the greatest of the three is love.
Discuss: How has someone shown you God’s love?

Pray: Merciful God, thank you for loving us beyond anything we deserve. Guide us to love
others as we have been loved through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERVICE ¢.¢

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and the theme
for this week, how can you show compassion and love to someone in need?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS

On February 2nd each year the Christian church remembers Jesus’ presentation at the temple
forty days after his birth (Luke 2:22-38). This festival is called Candlemas. It involves candlelight
processions and the blessing and distribution of candles. Simeon’s wards referring to Jesus as
“a light to reveal God to the nations” (v. 32) provide the biblical inspiration for this. The candles
symbolize the purity of Christ. Light the candles that you will use in your home.

Say: Dear God, we thank you for Jesus, who is the light of the world. May the light of these
candles remind us to shine for you so that others may see your love and grace through our
actions and words. Amen.

MILESIONES In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
Mrmrs TRy effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org



